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sequences is not ordinarily in these cases to be
considered. I must obey the law without regard to
consequences, and social custom as well, although
the obligation is not in the latter case usually so
rigid.

But when we come to the field of private personal
conduct the case is different. Here we feel no
external authority speaking in the language of com-
mand. Here conscience has an exclusive juris-
diction, and its language is not "you must" or "you
must not," but "you ought" or "you ought not"
Nor are consequences felt to be immaterial here;
on the contrary, the decision is arrived at as the
result of a survey of all the consequences. The
difference between the words comes into strong
relief when they stand, as they sometimes do, in
opposition to each other. Although private and
personal life is the immediate and principal sphere
of the activity of conscience, yet conscience as the
ultimate governor of our entire conduct has a
supervisory jurisdiction over the commands of
custom and even of law. In ordinary cases conscience
tells me to obey both, for both are in general neces-
sary, or contributory, to the highest good; but
sometimes it calls a halt, and advises a wider
survey of consequences, and possibly disobedience.
We can, indeed, hardly imagine conscience as ad-
vising disobedience to the whole body of the un-
written law, but particular enactments may easily
be imagined, and perhaps found, which conscience
would say might well be disregarded, and to over-
throw the existing rulers and substitute new ones is